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The Museum has reopened following the winter break and an exhibition 

featuring ‘Holst’s Other Homes’ is now on display. It gives an insight into 

the other houses that Holst occupied, in Cheltenham as well as London and 

Thaxted. This will be followed by a major exhibition ‘Gustav Holst’s WW1: 

With the Salonika Forces’ which will run from 10th July to 15th December. 

This exhibition will be funded by some very generous donations, most 

particularly from the Heritage Lottery Fund, which is supporting a number 

of activities recognising the end of World War 1. We are very grateful to all 

the donors who have made this exhibition and its associated activities 

possible. 

 

We are again holding a ‘Planets Circle Dinner’. It will take place on Friday 

27th April again at the New Club. The cost for a drink on arrival, three-course 

dinner and coffee with petit-fours will be £50. This includes a donation of £10 to the Museum. If you 

are interested in attending please email me (stevewood12@btinternet.com) and I will send you full 

details and menu choices. After dinner Curator Laura Kinnear will give us a foretaste of the Salonika 

exhibition, outlining her plans and providing background information, some of which was gleaned on 

her visit there. 

 

The development of the mobile phone app to be used in conjunction with a ‘Holst Trail’ around 

Cheltenham is moving ahead. As I mentioned in the November Newsletter, students at the University 

of Gloucestershire are developing the app as part of their degree course. Laura and I accompanied 

about 20 students around the route on 23rd January. The students will work in pairs, so we will have 

ten or so versions to choose from. There was a high level of enthusiasm and the course lecturer 

appears to have ambitions for outcomes somewhat beyond those that we proposed, so we have high 

hopes of some really exciting results. We still have to record some excerpts of music for the app but 

plans are in place to get this done. 

 

The Trustees have been reviewing the list of Patrons who lend their support to the Museum. It is 

some years since this has been looked at and we believe that we could have more Patrons, to be 

consistent with other similar bodies. I hope to be able to provide details of new Patrons in the next 

Newsletter. 

 

Events continue to be an important source of income for the Museum and I encourage Friends to 

support these whenever they can. The talk by Sonia Solicari in March about the decorative world of 

the  Victorian parlour is in a sense the ‘upstairs’ counterbalance to the talk given by David Eveleigh last 

November on ‘downstairs’ domestic technology. In May Alexis Paterson, who is the Chief Executive of 

the Three Choirs Festival, will talk about its history and organisation. For more details of these events 

and our June trip to the Battle of Britain Bunker Museum see page 4.  

 

Finally, I should mention that we would still like to hear from anybody interested in becoming a 

Trustee of the Holst Birthplace Trust, especially in taking on the role of either Volunteer Trustee or  

Events Trustee. 

 

Steve Wood 
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Theodore von Holst 

Theodore von Holst, who has died aged 82, was the nephew of Gustav Holst. He was born in London in 

1935, the son of Max von Holst, Gustav’s half-brother. Theodore was a great supporter of the Holst 

Birthplace Museum, being a Benefactor and a regular correspondent about family history matters. He 

also donated items to the Museum’s collections and supported the ‘Help Holst’ campaign after the 

flooding in June 2016: a ‘Help Holst’ bag was sent to Japan where he had lived for several years.  

 

In 2015 he wrote an article piecing together the facts and impressions he had about his family and 

what it was like growing up as a ‘von Holst’. He sent it to the Museum and it is a valuable document 

about this side of the Holst family.  

 

Theodore’s father Max was born in Cheltenham in 1886, the eldest son of Adolph von Holst and his 

second wife Mary Thorley Stone. Theodore writes about Max’s childhood with his brother Thorley. At 

this time they would have been living with their two half-brothers Gustav and Emil. Theodore wrote: 

“Children in the von Holst household were expected to be seen and not heard, and those who offended 

against this or other rules would be punished in various ways, including confinement to their rooms on 

a diet of ‘mealy-pap’ (whatever that was). His father Adolph was a strict disciplinarian, according to 

reports, so I guess it was he rather than his mother Mary who decided on this form of punishment.” 

 

As many people are aware, Adolph and Mary separated before he died, with Mary and her two children 

leaving for America. Mary pursued her theosophical interests once she settled in America, with the two 

children attending theosophical schools. It appears that Max did not relish his theosophical education, 

which indirectly resulted in his estrangement from his brother Thorley and his eventual return to 

England.  

 

Interestingly this side of the family was also musical. Theodore wrote about Max’s enrolment at the 

Royal College of Music, where he graduated in 1933 with an ARCM in cello teaching. After Theodore 

was born the family lived in Worcestershire where Max was a music teacher, including at Worcester 

Girls’ Grammar School. However, it is clear from Theodore that Max was not a happy man, 

remarking that he was “uncommunicative and bitter”, with him feeling that some of this sadness 

stemmed from his childhood.  

 

Theodore seemed from the email exchanges we had the very opposite of uncommunicative and bitter, 

his manner always being friendly and chatty. It was obvious that he was very proud of his Holst family 

connections, his name often confused with that of his great-great uncle Theodor von Holst, the noted 

painter. His informative emails and support for the Museum will be greatly missed. 

Laura Kinnear 

We are sad to report that Gina Wilson, a former trustee of the Holst Birthplace Trust, died on 4th 

February. Gina was raised in Maryland and attended the University of Pennsylvania. She and her 

husband John ran John Wilson Manuscripts Ltd and moved to Cheltenham from Oxfordshire in 1996. 

Here she contributed to the community as Chair of the Friends of the Wilson, Trustee of the 

Cheltenham Art Gallery Development Trust and committee member of the Cheltenham Music Festival 

Society.  Former Chairman of the Holst Birthplace Trust, Marjorie Imlah, pays the following tribute. 

  

“Gina Wilson was a petite American who crossed the pond many years ago and embraced life in Oxford 

and Cheltenham. She was full of life, energy, humour and charm. I first met her in 2001 when we 

were both involved with the Holst Museum and worked with other Trustees and Volunteers to see us 

through some good and some not so good times. During those years her knowledge, intelligence and - 

with her husband John - professional advice and generosity, always modestly offered, was invaluable; 

and her creative energy resulted in some truly memorable events for the Museum. 

  

Her attitude to everything in life was always positive so she would have wished us all to remember her 

courage, zest for life and charm, without dwelling on the gap her loss leaves in all our lives.” 

Editor 

Gina Wilson 
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Holst’s Other Homes 

Holst lived in many different homes during his life. His relationship with ‘home’ was complicated – he 

spent long periods away, either travelling or teaching. He craved a stable family life yet at the same 

time yearned for adventure. He wanted to live in both the city and the countryside, although he never 

fully embraced either. Like many people before the housing boom of the 1930s, Holst never owned his 

own house.   

 

A new temporary exhibition at the Museum explores this relationship Holst had with ‘home’ and 

what it might have meant to him, from his houses as a child in Cheltenham, to those he lived in as an 

adult in London and Thaxted. The exhibition illustrates this story through objects drawn from the 

Museum archive, displaying items that would have been familiar to him in his houses, as well as those 

created in them. For instance, the exhibition includes autograph manuscripts with connections to 

particular addresses. The first example is a juvenile work, which he probably wrote when he was living 

at 1 Vittoria Walk, a house in Cheltenham that no longer stands. The display also includes the 

autograph manuscript for the Choral Hymns from The Rig Veda, which on the title page has in Holst’s 

familiar hand “10, The Terrace, Barnes”, the house by the river which the family moved to in 1908.  

 

The exhibition also includes many photographs including interiors from The Steps, Thaxted where the 

Holsts lived from 1917. One of the photographs shows a mantelpiece with a brass tray, which the 

Museum now has in its collection and which is displayed side by side with the photograph in the 

exhibition. There are also photographs of his house in Brook End, Easton Park, near Thaxted, a 

large Tudor farmhouse with copious space and outbuildings. The house was renovated, including the 

conversion of a barn into a music room. Despite this work, as Imogen wrote, Holst still could not settle 

there permanently: “...now, when he had the most beautiful home he was ever to live in, he preferred 

to be on the move the whole time.” In the end Holst only lived in the house at weekends, preferring to 

stay in London during the week. 

 

Perhaps the most poignant item in the exhibition, indeed in the whole Museum collection is a postcard 

Holst wrote to a St Paul’s Girls’ School pupil just days before he died. It is written not from one of his 

houses, but from a nursing home where he was to have the operation which sadly led to his death on 

25th May 1934.  

 

Holst’s many addresses indicate his desire for change and travel and reflect the different stages and 

experiences in his life. From his Hammersmith bedsit to the Tudor splendour of Brook End; from the 

views of the murky Thames from 10, The Terrace, Barnes to the cramped YMCA quarters at 19, 

Evzonon, Salonika.  Together these homes reveal in Imogen’s words that: “He had no use for property 

of any sort. His room need only be warm and silent, with a large enough writing table in it.” 

 

The exhibition runs from 13th February – 23rd June. 

 

Laura Kinnear 

Volunteer News 

We welcome Philippa Ferguson and Ann Henderson who have joined the Museum’s team of 

Volunteers. Ann is returning after a 3-year gap. 

  

We also say farewell and a big thank-you to Richard De Carteret who is standing down as a 

Volunteer after several years of distinguished service. 

 

As ever we are grateful for all the support that the Volunteers provide. However, we are always 

looking to increase our Volunteer pool, so if you would like to help the Museum in this way please get 

in touch either by email (volunteers@holstmuseum.org.uk) or phone (01242 514627). Thank you. 

 

Jenny Fortescue 
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4 Clarence Road 
Cheltenham 
GL52 2AY 

Curator: Laura Kinnear 
email: curator@holstmuseum.org.uk 
 
Newsletter editor: Mike Jenkinson 
email: newsletter@holstmuseum.org.uk 
 
Website: www.holstmuseum.org.uk 
 
Registered Charity No. 1078599 

Many thanks for your renewal subscriptions. If any member has not received a new membership card 

please contact the Membership Secretary at membership@holstmuseum.org.uk. 

If you are not already a subscribing Friend of the Trust, please do consider joining and also tell your 

friends. Not only would you have the satisfaction of giving financial and general support to the 

Museum, but you would also enjoy many other benefits.  The Museum leaflet contains an application 

form. 

Annual Membership rates are: 

Single £20, Joint/Family £30, Young £5, Single Benefactor £60, Joint/Family Benefactor £100, Single 

Life £300, Joint Life £400, Gift Membership £20. 

For further details contact me at membership@holstmuseum.org.uk or 01242 227720. 

If you would like to become a Volunteer at the Museum, and thus a Volunteer Friend, please contact 

the Volunteer Coordinator, Jenny Fortescue, at volunteers@holstmuseum.org.uk or 01242 514627. 

We would like to be able to deliver this newsletter exclusively by email where possible, which would 

save us both postage costs and effort.  If any readers (whether already on our mailing list or not) 

would like to take up this option, please email membership@holstmuseum.org.uk. 

 

Tom Clarke 

The Trustees are most grateful to the following: 

President: 

Martyn Brabbins 

Patrons: 

Lord Berkeley of Knighton CBE 
Dame Felicity Lott 
Dame Patricia Routledge 
Julian Lloyd Webber 

Supporters: 

Cheltenham Borough Council 
Willans LLP 
 

Saturday 24th March, 7.30pm at Christ Church Harwood Hall: ‘Busts, shells, feathers...and the 

piano: the Victorian Parlour’ 

Sonia Solicari, Director of the Geffrye Museum of the Home will talk about the decorative world of the 

Victorian Parlour.  Do have a look at their website, www.geffrye-museum.org.uk , which will give you 

a taste of the rich period interiors on which Sonia is a leading authority. 

 

Friday 18th May, 7.30pm at Christ Church Harwood Hall: a talk by Alexis Paterson, Chief 

Executive of the Three Choirs Festival 

 

The title of the talk will be announced shortly. It will cover the history of the Festival and give some 

‘behind the scenes’ insights into the how this famous festival is organised and the musical content 

agreed. 

 

Monday 4th June: a trip to the Battle of Britain Bunker Museum, Uxbridge 

 

Most of you will be aware that Sara Salvidge is now the Operations Officer at the Battle of Britain 

Bunker Museum, so we are arranging to pay her a visit! We will travel by coach, leaving Cheltenham 

at 9am and departing the Bunker at 4.30pm. We will be able to visit the new Visitor Centre and 

Exhibition, join a tour of the Bunker, and enjoy walks in the local area. Further details will be provided 

by Mailchimp. 
 

Sue Walker 

Membership of the Friends 

Future Events 


