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In November we were deeply saddened to learn that past Chairman of the 

Trust, Graham Lockwood, had passed away. A full appreciation of Graham’s 

contribution to the Holst and cultural life of Cheltenham appears on page 2, 

but I would like to add a few words of my own. It was Graham who got me 

involved with the Trust and, although he stood down as a Trustee before I 

became Chairman, he provided great support especially in my early days 

and continued to be readily available to give advice and background 

information up to the end of his life. He and his wife Eileen also continued to 

be generous benefactors of the Museum. Graham will be much missed. 

 

We had further very sad news at the turn of the year with the death of 

Catriona Smith. Catriona was a long-term Volunteer at the Holst and 

contributed in a number of ways. In particular, when I became involved 

with the Trust she was the Membership Secretary and served on the 

committee which organised the British Association of Friends of Museums 

Conference, held in Cheltenham in October 2015. 

 

During December and January a great deal of work went into preparing an application for funding from 

the Heritage Lottery Fund. The lion’s share of this fell to Laura and she is to be congratulated, not only 

for her dedication to the task but also her tenacity in chasing up some of the rest of us to deliver our 

contributions and to complete proof-reading! The funding was principally to enable us to take on short

-term consultants in three areas: Volunteer Development, Fundraising and Audience Development, the 

latter aimed at assessing how we can make the Museum a more attractive destination, especially to 

people not currently visiting. Sadly we have recently learned that our application was unsuccessful. 

We will now have to review how to proceed and assess the possibility of obtaining funding from other 

sources for individual parts of the project. We are still looking to appoint a Trustee for Volunteers. 

Please let me know if you think you can help or know of someone who might be interested. 

 

We had a very successful event on 30th November last year when Adrian Barlow gave an illustrated 

talk on ‘The Stained Glass of William Morris and Edward Burne-Jones’. The evening was very well 

attended. Adrian has a dedicated following in Cheltenham and the talk was both fascinating and 

informative. A further attraction was the delicious canapés - hundreds of them - prepared by Adrian’s 

wife Christine and her two helpers. We are very grateful to them both for supporting the Trust in this 

way. I should give a plug to Adrian’s recently published books on the life and work of Charles Eamer 

Kempe, the Victorian designer and manufacturer of stained glass and other ecclesiastical art. ‘Kempe: 

the Life, Art and Legacy of Charles Eamer Kempe’ was published last year and is a biographical study. 

I can vouch for the fact that this is a good read. A companion work, ‘Espying Heaven’, was published 

in February and focuses on Kempe’s stained glass. It is lavishly illustrated with stunning photographs. 

 

One very exciting event to look forward to is ‘A Woman’s Life’, a play written by Holst Volunteer Sally 

Jones which imagines a meeting between Clara von Holst and Isabella Beeton. This is a must-see 

event. Full details are on page 4. Finally, we are now gearing up for re-opening following our closed 

season. We are experimenting with limited opening for the February half-term and March, with the 

main season commencing on 2nd April. We look forward to a great year. 

Steve Wood 
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Graham Lockwood 

In our November edition we reported the passing of Graham Lockwood, a former Chairman of the 

Holst Birthplace Trust and a huge supporter of the Museum and music in Cheltenham. Here Meurig 

Bowen, Marjorie Imlah and Laura Kinnear reflect on Graham's legacy.  

 

In his quiet, thoughtful, diplomatic and determined way, Graham’s cultural impact on Cheltenham was 

immense. Through his Chairmanships, financial generosity, prolific concert attendance and latterly 

authorship of two Cheltenham-related books, the Holst Birthplace Museum, Cheltenham Festivals, The 

Wilson and Cheltenham Arts Council were all the beneficiaries of that unswerving commitment to 

Cheltenham’s cultural life. His readiness, over many years, to serve and to give was quite remarkable, 

and something many of us will be grateful for. 

  

For ten years and more as Director of the Cheltenham Music Festival, I greatly valued his personal 

support and encouragement, always appreciating his wisdom, guidance and unfading enthusiasm for 

high quality music and performance. The way Graham went about things – with integrity, discipline 

and humility – is something I admired from the start, and learned from at every stage of my own 

Music Festival journey. 

 

Meurig Bowen 

 

Beyond Graham's contribution to the musical landscape of Cheltenham and wider cultural life, I would 

like to pay tribute to the man who gave so much of his time, thought and energy to the Holst 

Birthplace Museum. He joined the Board as a Trustee in 2009, but was already well known to us all 

through Eileen and her care of the Museum shop.   He became Chairman in 2010 and retired to give 

way to Steven Blake in July 2014. He then graciously joined the small number of Vice Presidents and 

retained a discreet but close involvement in all things Holstian. 

 

Graham was a generous, modest and highly intelligent man, quiet by nature but warm, thoughtful and 

considered in his support for our Museum, its Staff and Volunteers. We share Eileen and the Lockwood 

family's deep sadness at his loss but will do as he would have wished by celebrating and remembering 

his rich life with words and music on 3rd March. 

 

Marjorie Imlah 

 

I would like to acknowledge not only Graham's personal support to me and my work as Curator, but 

also his ambition and vision for the Museum. He oversaw three significant externally funded projects 

that we undertook during his time as Chairman: the Holst Discovery Space, The Planets Centenary 

Exhibition and the Resilience Project. The Museum is frequently told by those in the sector that we 

“punch above our weight”, and much of that is down to Graham's approach. He also cared 

passionately about the collection and saw it as central to the Museum. He believed in growing our 

archive of important Holst material and displaying and interpreting it effectively, to as wide an 

audience as possible. Such was his legacy. 

 

Laura Kinnear 

Memories of Imogen Holst 

Dr Geoffrey Poole (aged 19 at the time) has contributed a fascinating article to our website in which 

he reflects on meeting Imogen “Imo” Holst in Aldeburgh in 1968. We hear about her views on 

electricity pylons, observe her rehearsing an amateur women's choir, and learn of her strategy for 

discreetly dealing with a chain-smoking harpsichord soloist. We are led into her “inner sanctum”, her 

study where the author is shown a Holst manuscript titled Double Concerto. Geoffrey’s piece concludes 

with warm appreciation that “her ‘Miss Marple’ qualities of personal modesty, shrewd judgement, 

immense capacity for industry, and her musico-social idealism shone out. Her father would have been 

very proud.” You can view the article by visiting our website at http://holstmuseum.org.uk. 

 

Editor 

http://holstmuseum.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Memories-of-Imogen-Holst.pdf
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Spring Cleaning the von Holst House 

Many people see the New Year as a fresh start. It’s an opportunity to sort, tidy and pack away. Then 

as winter gives way to spring, plans are often made for a thorough ‘spring clean.’ This was certainly 

true of the Victorians, who regarded the months of March and April as perfect for a scrupulous cleanse 

of the home. At this time of the year it was finally warm enough to open all of the windows and 

ventilate the house, thus banishing the insidious dust from the dingy rooms. 

 

Like in most Victorian households, Holst’s mother Clara would have presided over a regime of daily, 

weekly, monthly and seasonal cleaning schedules. There would have been a maid responsible for 

doing the majority of the work, with Clara perhaps assisting when required. We know the names of 

two of the maids employed by the von Holsts – Clara Burrup and Julia Giles. Like most maids-of-all 

work, Clara and Julia were young women who may have been in service since they were in their early 

teens or even late childhood. They would have been well aware of what was required of them in an 

annual spring-clean.  

 

The terse, stern housekeeping books of the period are predictably strict about the spring-clean.  An 

1880s edition of Cassell’s Book of the Household devotes ten pages to the subject, detailing for 

example how to wash a yard of carpet at a time, with a mixture of ox gall, water and soap, and how - 

if a house has Venetian blinds - they should be taken apart and every slat wiped. The bedroom was a 

particular focus for the spring-clean; it was advised that everything should be cleared from the space 

to ensure dust could be eliminated from every surface. Moreover, the bedstead was to be entirely 

dismantled, examined and cleaned, due to the fact that “in these days of much locomotion and 

brushing against many people in trains and trams and omnibuses, no one knows how readily insect 

pests may be brought into the cleanest house…” 

 

The Museum will be exploring these Victorian approaches to cleanliness in a special talk as part of its 

Victorian Easter Festival, which runs from 6th to 23rd April. The 30-minute talk will take place on 22nd 

April (Easter Monday) at 11-11.30am and then again at 12.30- 1pm. The talk will be free with general 

admission and will begin in the scullery where visitors will be shown some popular 19th century 

household cleansers. Full details of the event can be found on the Museum website.  

 

Laura Kinnear 

Salonika into 2019 

Due to excellent feedback from visitors, we have decided to continue the exhibition ‘Gustav Holst’s 

WW1: With the Salonika Forces’ until July 2019. The exhibition and its associated events received a 

£10,000 grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, enabling us to be creative in its interpretation; for 

example, installing a reconstruction of Holst’s YMCA office where he would have taught soldiers music.  

 

During 2018 the exhibition attracted a number of people whose relatives had fought in Salonika and 

Constantinople. Towards the end of last year the Museum was contacted by Barbara Smith whose 

grandfather, Horace Wood, was in Salonika and Constantinople, and who’d been a member of Holst’s 

orchestra, performing at the Petit Grande Theatre in Constantinople in June 1919. She told us about a 

letter from her grandfather, written in 1968. He described his time with Holst, singing madrigals and 

having organ recitals, recalling that Holst was, “a  very lovable man.” Barbara also discovered another 

letter, this time written by Horace to his wife Maud in April 1919: “I am going to have to try and get 

on to an orchestra that is run by the Army here as I hear that they have 5 violins spare, and by that 

means bring in a little more money.” A further letter written in May, but now sadly lost, confirms his 

involvement in Holst’s music classes: “I have joined a singing class Mondays and Thursdays in the 

afternoon - I think I can get away - we have two afternoons off in three so I might just work it.” 

 

The first letter is especially interesting as it draws attention to the fact that the soldiers were paid for 

their membership of Holst’s orchestra, something that possibly extended to the smaller groups as 

well. Barbara Smith has very kindly agreed to lend both the 1919 and the 1968 letters to the 

exhibition, thereby enhancing the display for its extended run in 2019. 

 

Laura Kinnear 
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4 Clarence Road 
Cheltenham 
GL52 2AY 

Curator: Laura Kinnear 
email: curator@holstmuseum.org.uk 

Learning & Admin Coord: Lucy Moriarty 
email: learning@holstmuseum.org.uk 

Newsletter editor: Mike Jenkinson 
email: newsletter@holstmuseum.org.uk 

Website: www.holstmuseum.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1078599 

If you are not already a subscribing Friend of the Trust, please do consider joining and also tell your 

friends. Not only will you have the satisfaction of giving financial and general support to the Museum, 

but you will also enjoy many other benefits.  The Museum leaflet contains an application form. 

Annual Membership rates are: 

Single £20, Joint/Family £30, Young £5, Single Benefactor £60, Joint/Family Benefactor £100, Single 

Life £300, Joint Life £400, Gift Membership £20. 

For further details contact me at membership@holstmuseum.org.uk or 01242 227720. 

Please note that we have a reciprocal arrangement with the Holst Society, whereby Friends of the 

HBT are entitled to a 40% discount on membership of the Society. More details can be found on their 

website at http://www.holstsociety.org/. 

If you would like to become a Volunteer at the Museum, and thus a Volunteer Friend, please contact 

Lucy Moriarty at volunteers@holstmuseum.org.uk or 01242 524846. 

We would like to be able to deliver this newsletter exclusively by email where possible, which would 

save us both postage costs and effort.  If any readers (whether already on our mailing list or not) 

would like to take up this option, please email membership@holstmuseum.org.uk. 

 

Tom Clarke 

The Trustees are most grateful to the following: 

President: 

Martyn Brabbins 

Patrons: 

Lord Berkeley of Knighton CBE 
Dame Felicity Lott 
Adrian Partington 
Dame Patricia Routledge 
Jeff Wayne 

Supporters: 

Cheltenham Borough Council 
Willans LLP 
 

Sunday 3rd March, 2.30pm at Pittville Pump Room: A Celebration of the Life of Graham Lockwood 

The event will feature musical performances and readings which draw on his many interests and 

associations. 

Saturday 23rd March, 7.30pm at Christ Church’s Harwood Hall: ‘A Woman’s Life’ 

A play by Holst Volunteer Sally Jones, who is a BAFTA-nominated professional writer, about an 

imagined meeting between Clara von Holst and Isabella Beeton. Mrs Holst will be played by Emma 

Wickes, Mrs Beeton by Emmeline Braefield, and the play will be directed by Marianne Gaston.  

Saturday 11th May, 7.30pm at Bishop’s Cleeve Tithe Barn: Concert 

Clive Carroll (acoustic guitar) and Lily Neill (Irish harp) are virtuoso musicians who have performed all 

around the world. They will be playing arrangements of North American, Irish, Nordic, and Eastern 

European traditional music, coupled with some original composition. 

Monday 3rd June: Volunteers’ visit to Berkeley Castle 

Saturday 5th October, 7.30pm at St Andrew’s Church: Birthday Concert 

This will be a joint event with the Cheltenham Chamber Orchestra conducted by Timothy Carey. The 

soloist will be Portuguese viola player Ana Teresa  de Braga y Alves. The concert will feature music by 

Holst, Vaughan Williams and Mozart. 

Alan Parker 

Membership of the Friends 

Future Events 




