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It has been both gratifying and encouraging to note an upturn in the 

number of visitors to the Museum over recent weeks, not only those coming 

specifically to view the collection but also attendees at children’s activities 

and members of the Knit Your Bit and Victorian Book Groups. The good 

visitor numbers have been reflected in increased shop sales, which give 

another boost to income. 

 

Since the last Newsletter we have held our AGM. This took place on 1st July 

at St Matthew’s Church Hall. I was able to report on several successes 

during the year ended 31st March 2019, not least the fact that we operated 

at a small surplus. The major disappointment during the year was the lack 

of success to secure funding from the Heritage Lottery Resilience Fund, 

which would have enabled us to establish a platform for our future plans. 

The Fund did encourage us to try again and we will certainly be doing so.  

 

At the AGM, Bruce Buchanan stood down as Buildings Trustee, having completed a three-year term. 

We thank him for his very significant input as a Trustee. Jenny Ogle also stood down after completing 

three years as Fundraising Trustee, having previously acted in that role for a further six. Under the 

rules she is ineligible to remain as a Trustee but has agreed to continue to raise funds for us, for which 

we are most grateful. Two new Trustees were elected: Alan Gilmour (Marketing) and Clive Petch 

(Buildings). Alan was co-opted to the Board shortly after last year’s AGM and so is well into the role. 

Clive joined us much more recently but has already thrown himself into the project to redecorate the 

front of the house, more on which appears below. 

 

I was also able to announce at the AGM that guitarist Clive Carroll and harpist Lily Neill have agreed 

to become Patrons of the Holst Birthplace Trust. You may have attended the concert that Clive and 

Lily performed at Bishop’s Cleeve Tithe Barn in May for the benefit of the Museum. Both Clive and Lily 

have a great interest in Holst and his work and I am sure that they will make a valuable contribution 

to our endeavours. 

 

Following the AGM, Chris Cope, Chairman of the Holst Society, gave a talk about the objects of the 

Society and their plans. The Society is clearly very active in getting Holst’s music played and, most 

importantly, getting his un-recorded works recorded. Friends of the Holst Birthplace Trust benefit from 

a 40% discount on subscriptions to the Society, so that individuals pay only £15 per annum and 

couples £24. 

 

As intimated above, we have been hoping to re-paint the railings in the front garden, and the window 

frames, front door and walls at the front of the house. The intention is to return the appearance of the 

front of the house to its former state and to make it stand out more from its surroundings. Funds are 

now available to complete this work and we hope that it will commence shortly, once the required 

permissions have been granted. 

 

Volunteers amongst our readers will be aware that we are still missing a Volunteer Trustee. Having 

failed to attract anybody under the existing structure, we are now proposing to break Volunteer 

coordination into three roles: a Trustee to look at avenues for recruitment and to act as a point of 
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Chairman’s Message continued 

contact for Volunteers; a Volunteer trainer to induct and train new recruits; and somebody to look 

after the administration of Volunteers, dealing with applications, references, interviews and the rota. I 

am delighted to report that Mike Jenkinson has kindly offered to take on the role of Volunteer 

trainer with immediate effect.  In the short term at least the administration role will continue to be 

undertaken by Lucy. However, if anybody would like to discuss either this or the newly-shaped role of 

Volunteer Trustee, please let either me or Lucy know. 

 

In conclusion I would like to mention some current and upcoming events. The exhibition, ‘A Victorian 

Childhood’ opened on 20th July and will continue until 28th June 2020. Items in the Events Committee 

programme are shown on page 4 and I would encourage you all to support them. 

 

Two other events that I would mention are both plays. Firstly Sally Jones’ ‘A Woman’s Life’ will be 

reprised on 13-15th September (at respectively 6.30pm, 3.30pm and 8pm) at the Imperial Hotel, 

Stroud. Secondly, a play entitled ‘Rotten Luck’, written by recently enrolled Life Friend Lou Beckett will 

be performed on 15th September at the Chapel Arts Centre at 4pm and again at 6pm. 

 

Steve Wood 

 

Holst’s Pianos 

Question: What make of piano did Holst use to compose The Planets? 

 

Answer: Broadwood and Collard & Collard 

 

Holst’s Broadwood was installed in his sound-proofed room at St Paul’s Girls’ School on 8th November 

1913. It was a fine example of their Number 5 Drawing Room model, crafted from rosewood. The 

School footed the 225 guineas bill, less a generous discount for another piano taken in part exchange! 

Of course John Broadwood & Sons still manufactures pianos; in fact it is the world’s oldest surviving 

piano maker, having set up shop in 1728. To celebrate the company’s role in Holst’s story, in the year 

marking 100 years since The Planets was first publicly performed, Broadwood is sponsoring a series of 

Holst concerts. Two concerts have already been given on the St Paul’s Broadwood in Yorkshire, 

although further events are planned: in September at St Paul’s Girls’ School (21st) and at Finchcocks 

in Goudhurst in Kent (28th); and in October at the Holst Birthplace Museum in Cheltenham.  

 

The concert at our Museum will be ‘Inspirations from England’ with music by Holst, Elgar, Sullivan, 

Stamford, Vaughan Williams and Britten. It will take place on Sunday 13th October, with performances 

at 2pm and 7pm.  The musicians for the concert will be Greg Tassell (tenor) and Gary Branch 

(piano). Gary will be playing Holst’s Collard & Collard piano, which the composer used at home in 

Thaxted when composing The Planets. 

 

In comparison to his St Paul’s piano the Collard & Collard was incredibly cheap: this piano was also 

purchased in 1913 at the bargain price of £12. Converted into pounds from guineas, the Broadwood 

would have cost well over £230. However, Holst’s Collard & Collard was second-hand, dating from the 

mid 19th century, whilst the Broadwood was a brand-new sleek and stylish item.  Nevertheless Holst 

appreciated his Collard & Collard piano for its ‘light touch’, having suffered from neuritis in his right 

hand ever since he was a young man. Like the Broadwood, this piano is still in playable condition so 

we can experience, to a certain extent following restoration, the same instrument that Holst did. The 

Collard & Collard is only played a few times a year so this is the perfect opportunity to come along and 

hear it in such a unique setting. 

 

We are very grateful to Broadwood for sponsoring this concert, enabling us to hold the event as a 

fundraiser for the Museum. 

 

Laura Kinnear 
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Captured on a Carte de Visite 

They are often no bigger than a postcard, but cartes de visite - small, mounted, visiting-card sized 

photographs - reveal so much about our Victorian forebears. These tiny documents, still shining 150 

years later with their fixative slick of albumen (egg white), show us what our ancestors wore and how 

they parted their hair. They are an insight into how that person in the photographic studio, elbow on a 

barley twist gate-leg table, desired to be depicted. Or perhaps how their parents desired them to be 

depicted. Cartes de visite of children were among some of the most popular subjects. For how else 

could a middle-class family celebrate their child’s arrival or the next important stage of their life? After 

all, cartes de visite were produced by the photographic studio for their clients in multiples, to be 

dished out and posted to relatives, eager for a glimpse of the child in their sailor suit.  

 

Holst features in five cartes de visite in the Museum collection. The early baby and toddler images 

immediately confuse us with their locks of shoulder-length blonde hair and skirts; a useful reminder of 

how boys were dressed in the 19th century. These evocative images are all on display in our current 

exhibition, ‘A Victorian Childhood’.  They are shown alongside costume and toys from the period, 

placing the young Gustav in the context of his times. One of the most attractive is hand-coloured and 

reveals the two-year-old Holst swathed in a moonlight-blue velvet suit, a collar of creamy lace at his 

shoulders. His hair is pale blonde, loose and long, with a fringe so short and blunt you could almost 

imagine that, like many a toddler before and since, he had found a pair of scissors and cut it himself!  

 

What is special about the cartes de visite in the collection is that they almost exclusively show Holst 

before he turned seven; essentially when he lived in this house. Just imagine him being dressed in the 

velvet suit (or sailor suit he wears in two of the other images) in one of the rooms. His hair brushed 

and face scrubbed, he makes his way down the stairs and through the front door, his hand inside his 

nursemaid's hand. The walk to the studio was short. For the velvet suit photograph the von Holsts 

chose ‘The County or Gloucester Studio’ on North Parade, Winchcombe Street - literally minutes away. 

 

The exhibition runs to 14th December this year; then again in 2020 to 28th June. I do hope you will be 

able to call in and enjoy these fascinating items. 

 

Laura Kinnear 

Barry Bailey 

We were sad to hear of the recent passing of Barry Bailey, a dependable and longstanding Volunteer 

at the HBM. As far as I can remember Barry and Roger Graham anchored the Friday morning front of 

house slot, each quietly and efficiently carrying out their respective tasks. Indeed, Barry did more 

than just greet the visitors: he conducted health and safety checks, carried out regular fire alarm 

tests, took light meter readings, laid fires in the kitchen range, and much more besides. He had a 

strong sense of service, towards those with whom he worked and the wider community. 

Uncomplaining about his health issues, he was always enthusiastic, reliable and conscientious. He was 

a true gentleman. We are grateful for his loyal support and send our condolences to his family.  

 

Mike Jenkinson 

Volunteer News 

We have been very grateful for an influx of new Volunteers keeping us open over the summer months. 

Elena Perez Rodriguez joined us for a month only: enough time to re-write our Spanish language guide 

and design a beautiful willow pattern plate on display in the Learning Space. Students Charlotte Viney, 

Luna Carbone and Ines de Larrinaga have been invaluable in plugging the gaps during regular 

Volunteer and Staff absences. Thanks also to Rowan Lovegrove who returned for a second summer 

while taking a break from his studies. Emily Mainwaring and Liz Swift have provided additional and 

much needed help with our increasingly popular Children’s Craft drop-in activities. We also welcome 

more longstanding support from Poppy Yapp, Charlotte Fisher, Lesley Higgs and Irene Comer. 

 

Lucy Moriarty 
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We are delighted to welcome new members Graham & Louise Beckett. 

If you are not already a subscribing Friend of the Trust, please do consider joining and also tell your 

friends. Not only will you have the satisfaction of giving financial and general support to the Museum, 

but you will also enjoy many other benefits.  The Museum leaflet contains an application form. 

Annual Membership rates are: 

Single £20, Joint/Family £30, Young £5, Single Benefactor £60, Joint/Family Benefactor £100, Single 

Life £300, Joint Life £400, Gift Membership £20. 

For further details contact me at membership@holstmuseum.org.uk or 01242 227720. 

Please note that we have a reciprocal arrangement with the Holst Society, whereby Friends of the 

HBT are entitled to a 40% discount on membership of the Society. More details can be found on their 

website at http://www.holstsociety.org/. 

If you would like to become a Volunteer at the Museum, and thus a Volunteer Friend, please contact 

Lucy Moriarty at volunteers@holstmuseum.org.uk or 01242 524846. 

We would like to be able to deliver this newsletter exclusively by email where possible, which would 

save us both postage costs and effort.  If any readers (whether already on our mailing list or not) 

would like to take up this option, please email membership@holstmuseum.org.uk. 

 

Tom Clarke 

The Trustees are most grateful to the following: 

President: 

Martyn Brabbins 

Patrons: 

Lord Berkeley of Knighton CBE 
Clive Carroll 
Dame Felicity Lott DBE 
Lily Neill 
Adrian Partington 
Dame Patricia Routledge DBE 
Jeff Wayne 

Supporters: 

Cheltenham Borough Council 
Willans LLP 
 

Saturday 5th October, 7.30pm at St Andrew’s Church: Birthday Concert 

The 2019 Birthday Concert will be a joint event with the Cheltenham Chamber Orchestra, conducted 

by Timothy Carey. The soloist will be Portuguese viola player Ana Teresa de Braga y Alves.  The 

concert will feature music by Holst, Vaughan Williams and Mozart. Tickets are £16 (children free) and 

are on sale at the Museum, Tourist Information Centre, the Playhouse Theatre, and online via the 

Museum website (www.holstmuseum.org.uk). 

Wednesday 13th November, 7pm at St Luke’s Church Hall: Quiz and Fish & Chip Supper 

Fish and chips will be supplied by the Big Fish on Bath Road and the event includes a tombola. 

 

And looking further ahead into 2020: 

 

Saturday 21st March: Indian Music and Dance 

The Nethra Academy of Performing Arts will be presenting a programme of Indian music and dance. 

More details including venue and time will be confirmed in the next Newsletter. 

Friday 24th April, 7.30pm: ‘Cheltenham: A Secret A-Z’ 

A talk by eminent local author and historian David Elder. 

Alan Parker 

Membership of the Friends 

Future Events 


