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I must start by saying how pleased I am that we now have a Volunteers 

Trustee, following a period of over a year without one. Marina Moore was 

co-opted to the Board of Trustees at our meeting on 23rd October and will 

stand for formal election at the next AGM. Marina has a great deal of 

experience of working voluntarily with museums, notably in Thailand, from 

where she has recently returned with her husband and children. We 

welcome Marina to the Holst and look forward to her developing our 

Volunteer activities and recruitment. As described before, we are taking a 

‘three-pronged’ approach to Volunteer organisation, with Marina overseeing 

recruitment, retention, Volunteer relations and development. Mike 

Jenkinson has kindly agreed to take on Volunteer training: as a long-

standing Volunteer himself he is well qualified for the role. Lucy will 

continue to manage the rota. 

 

On another organisational matter Alison Hall, who has been Honorary 

Secretary to the Trustees for a number of years, has decided to stand down at the next AGM. I am 

most grateful for Alison’s dedicated and distinguished service in this role. She will be a hard act to 

follow but I am delighted that Rachel Tedd has agreed to take up the challenge. Rachel is well known 

as both a front-of-house Volunteer and for her work in running the shop, together with Chris Eyre. The 

Trustees look forward to working with Rachel. 

 

In the last Newsletter I reported that we were hoping to start work in the near future on re-decorating 

the front garden railings, front door and window frames, and front of the house. The intention was to 

return the appearance of the Museum to its former and more period state, with the added benefit of 

making it stand out from its surroundings. Unfortunately the Conservation Officer at Cheltenham 

Borough Council did not agree that our proposals were more in keeping with the historic appearance of 

the house than the current colour scheme; albeit that the colours we proposed were those that were 

on the building when it was managed by the Borough Council itself. We are reviewing the situation in 

the light of this setback and will decide how to proceed. 

 

On a more positive note, it is gratifying to report that visitor numbers and shop takings for 2019 have 

already exceeded those for the whole of 2018. We are hopeful of continuing this rising trend into 

2020, with both entry charges and shop sales being important sources of income. 

 

At a Volunteers’ meeting on 30th September we undertook a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, 

Opportunities and Threats). The output from this will feed into our updated Forward Plan, which will 

in turn form part of our submission for the renewal of the Museum’s accreditation due in early 2021. It 

was most beneficial getting input from the Volunteers present and enabled us to review development 

of the Museum and the activities associated with it. There was a significant overlap with the previous 

SWOT session carried out in November 2014, but it was interesting to note areas where progress has 

been made and the new items that have emerged. 

 

I would like to make brief mention of the Cheltenham Lottery. This new initiative is promoted by 

Cheltenham Borough Council and is intended to raise money for local good causes. Tickets cost £1 

each per week and there is a potential top weekly prize of £25,000. The Holst Birthplace Museum is 
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Chairman’s Message continued 

one of the registered good causes and if you nominate us when you buy your ticket then £0.50 of the 

£1 cost will go straight to the Museum. A further £0.10 will go to the local good causes determined by 

the promoters. It would be good if as many of our supporters as possible buy one or more tickets each 

week and nominate us as the beneficiary. Full details are on the Cheltenham Lottery website. 

 

This being the final Newsletter of 2019, I close by wishing all Friends of the Holst Birthplace Museum a 

very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy  New Year. We look forward to your continuing 

support in 2020! 

 

Steve Wood 

Two Concerts 

In the space of just over a week we were treated to two memorable concerts: the Birthday Concert 

on 5th October and the special ‘Inspirations from England’ concert on the 13th at the Museum itself. 

The Cheltenham Chamber Orchestra led the Birthday Concert at St. Andrew's with two works by 

Mozart - the Overture from Don Giovanni and Symphony no.39 - played either side of Vaughan 

Williams' Romance from the Serenade in A minor and three of Holst's works, the Fugal Concerto op.40 

no.2, the first of Two Songs Without Words, and the Lyric Movement. The latter was one of Holst's last 

works, for viola and small orchestra. Ana Teresa de Braga E Alves from Portugal gave a superb 

viola performance of this work, described by James Thompson in the programme notes as Holst 

“reflecting a musical expression he had been striving for much of his career.” The audience certainly 

felt the same. Timothy Carey conducted the Chamber Orchestra with verve and Holst couldn't have 

wished for more. 

 

At the Museum on the 13th (at 2 and 7 pm), piano makers John Broadwood & Sons generously 

sponsored tenor Greg Tassell and pianist Gary Branch on Holst's piano with performances of English 

songs from the late 19th to the mid-20th centuries, more or less straddling Holst: namely works by 

Quilter, Rubbra, Ireland, Gurney, Sullivan, Vaughan Williams, Stanford, Britten, and of course several 

by Holst himself. Dr Alastair Laurence of Broadwoods gave an entertaining account of his company 

and Holst's piano by Collard & Collard (a firm absorbed by Broadwoods). He also pointed out that 

Holst's former Broadwood at St Paul's Girls School had been rediscovered in Edinburgh and was being 

reinstated at the school in Holst's original music room. That's quite a way to round off Broadwoods' 

series of 2019 events to celebrate 100 years since the first public performance of The Planets. These 

two concerts delighted all who came, with such an intimate atmosphere and again superb 

performances. Holst's piano Toccata, based on a Northumbrian folk tune, came with the revelation 

(according to Imogen) that in this piece Holst was recalling a childhood memory of a hurdy-gurdy 

street performer passing by 4 Clarence Road. A new line of research is called for! 

 

Tom Clarke 

 

Editor’s Note: Dr Laurence carried out a weight test on the Collard & Collard and confirmed that it 

does indeed have a light touch keyboard, some 20% less than normal. He reported the piano’s date of 

manufacture as 1854 and added that 2 strings per key meant the piano sounded “more ethereal”. 

Volunteer News 

This month we welcome two new Volunteers to The Holst Birthplace Trust. Millie Mussett has 

recently graduated with a degree in Media Production. She will be working on front of house at the 

Museum and hopefully helping us to make some short videos for the website and social media. 

 

Judith Syuret was inspired to volunteer after visiting the Museum. She lives very locally and has 

recently retired from teaching. We look forward to having them both on board. 

 

Lucy Moriarty 
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Wassail Song 

As we head towards Christmas and perhaps begin to reflect on ancient festive traditions, it seems apt 

to highlight a particularly interesting new addition to the archive: Holst’s Wassail Song of 1931. This 

item came into the collection in September following a visit from a current member of The 

Huddersfield Singers. What makes this copy especially interesting is that it was used at the 

Huddersfield Glee and Madrigal Society’s concert in December 1931, when the song received its 

premiere. The song itself was dedicated to the Society by Holst, and he also conducted one of the 

Society’s concerts in October 1931. He would have returned to the city to conduct their December 

1931 concert had he not been engaged to teach in America at that time. 

  

A wassail was a toast reserved for festive occasions and sung especially at Christmas, when wassailers 

would go from house to house singing for beer, punch or cider. It is interesting that wassailing has 

particularly strong roots in Gloucestershire. A wassail song seems to have been traditionally sung in 

the West of England and Ralph Vaughan Williams himself collected a version from “an old person in 

the county.” However, the words and melody for Holst’s version were based on a collection made by 

his friend Jane Joseph from a man called Edward Lee in Llangareth in the Gower. A version of the song 

recorded by the BBC Chorus can be found on the Albion label CD Heirs and Rebels: Music by Ralph 

Vaughan Williams and Gustav Holst, which is currently on sale in the Museum shop. However there 

will also be a performance of the song on December 7th at The Huddersfield Singers’ winter concert, 

An English Christmas. A recording will also be on their website: www.huddersfieldsingers.com. 

 

So what links Gustav Holst and Huddersfield? There were a number of provincial choirs in the 19th and 

early 20th centuries, focusing on both sacred and secular music. The Huddersfield Glee and 

Madrigal Society was of a particularly high standard and this is perhaps a clue as to why Holst 

formed a relationship with them. The renowned baritone Roy Henderson, who became famous for 

performing works by Vaughan Williams and Elgar in the 1920s and 1930s, was also associated with 

the Society, conducting them from 1930. It is possible that this connection led to the Holst 

association. Regardless,  it was a major coup for the Society to enlist Holst as a guest conductor for 

their October 1931 concert, at a time when the composer was a household name. This concert was 

advertised as having a “special Holst programme”, with performances of The St Paul’s Suite and 

Choral Hymns from the Rig Veda. His daughter Imogen also accompanied him, and was listed in the 

programme as a ‘solo pianist.’  Letters from Holst to the Society’s Patron Mr Sykes survive in the 

collection of the West Yorkshire Archive Service, revealing the arrangements for the October concert. 

In a letter dated 15th June 1931 Holst discusses the possibility of two rehearsals and thanks Mr Sykes 

for an offer of staying with him in October. Revealingly Holst writes: “...on these occasions I am apt to 

be rather unsociable as I feel the need for solitude and quiet.” 

 

The last piece of correspondence between the Society and the Holst family is dated 29th June 1934, a 

month after Holst died. It is from Imogen to Mr Sykes, thanking him and the Society for their “very 

kind words of sympathy.” She goes on to write: “I know that my Father always had the happiest 

recollections of that week in Huddersfield and often spoke of it with pleasure and enthusiasm.” 

Laura Kinnear 

From The Volunteers Trustee 

I am Sri Lankan but have spent most of my life studying and working in Surrey. Imagine our surprise 

when Laura and I discovered that we were on the same Classics programme, in the same year, at the 

same university (Royal Holloway). I am recently returned from Thailand where my husband Simon 

worked, while I volunteered at the National Museum Bangkok. We’ve since made some life-changing 

decisions: our children were settled into boarding school at Cheltenham College; we relocated from 

Virginia Water; and we finally gave up our car, so Simon (keen rambler) and I (a bit lazier) have found 

our feet again. Cheltenham is the perfect town for rediscovering the use of one’s limbs and senses. 

 

My thanks to the Volunteers I have already met for their advice and helpful recommendations, and for 

making the time to meet me. I look forward to my role and doing what I can to promote the Trust’s 

objectives. 

Marina Moore 
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4 Clarence Road 
Cheltenham 
GL52 2AY 

Curator: Laura Kinnear 
email: curator@holstmuseum.org.uk 

Learning & Admin Coord: Lucy Moriarty 
email: learning@holstmuseum.org.uk 

Newsletter editor: Mike Jenkinson 
email: newsletter@holstmuseum.org.uk 

Website: www.holstmuseum.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1078599 

We are delighted to welcome new members Elizabeth Bearman and Simon & Marina Moore. 

If you are not already a subscribing Friend of the Trust, please do consider joining and also tell your 

friends. Not only will you have the satisfaction of giving financial and general support to the Museum, 

but you will also enjoy many other benefits.  The Museum leaflet contains an application form. 

Annual Membership rates are: 

Single £20, Joint/Family £30, Young £5, Single Benefactor £60, Joint/Family Benefactor £100, Single 

Life £300, Joint Life £400, Gift Membership £20. 

For further details contact me at membership@holstmuseum.org.uk or 01242 227720. 

Please note that we have a reciprocal arrangement with the Holst Society, whereby Friends of the 

HBT are entitled to a 40% discount on membership of the Society. More details can be found on their 

website at http://www.holstsociety.org/. 

If you would like to become a Volunteer at the Museum, and thus a Volunteer Friend, please contact 

Lucy Moriarty at volunteers@holstmuseum.org.uk or 01242 524846. 

We would like to be able to deliver this newsletter exclusively by email where possible, which would 

save us both postage costs and effort.  If any readers (whether already on our mailing list or not) 

would like to take up this option, please email membership@holstmuseum.org.uk. 

 

Tom Clarke 

The Trustees are most grateful to the following: 

President: 

Martyn Brabbins 

Patrons: 

Lord Berkeley of Knighton CBE 
Clive Carroll 
Dame Felicity Lott DBE 
Lily Neill 
Adrian Partington 
Dame Patricia Routledge DBE 
Jeff Wayne 

Supporters: 

Cheltenham Borough Council 
Willans LLP 
 

Saturday 21st March 2020, at Southam Village Hall: Indian Music and Dance 

The Nethra Academy of Performing Arts will be presenting a programme of Indian music and dance. 

We plan to have a short introduction about Holst’s Indian-influenced music and his interest in Hindu 

culture. Time to be confirmed. 

Friday 24th April, 7.30pm at St Luke’s Hall: ‘Cheltenham: A Secret A-Z’ 

A talk by eminent local author and historian David Elder. 

Friday 15th May, venue and time to be confirmed: Concert 

A concert by renowned local 8-voice chamber choir Octavo. 

Saturday 19th September, at St Andrew’s Church Montpellier: Birthday Concert  

The Oriel Singers will be performing at the annual Holst Birthday Concert. Time to be confirmed. 

Friday 30th October, at Pittville School: ‘Pittville After Pitt, 1842-90’ 

A talk by Dr Steven Blake. Time to be confirmed. 

Alan Parker 

Membership of the Friends 

Future Events 


