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The Trustees continue to meet weekly at ‘Zoom’ meetings. Latterly much 
time has been spent discussing plans for re-opening the Museum. We will 
open initially for two days per week, with a private re-opening event on 
Monday 21st September, Holst’s birthday. We will then open to the public on 
Saturday 26th September and on each Wednesday and Saturday thereafter. 
We need to ensure an environment in which Volunteers, visitors and Staff 
can have a high level of confidence about their safety. Several steps will be 
taken to achieve this, including restricting entry to one group of pre-booked 
and timed visitors at any time. We have consulted Volunteers on re-opening 
plans and received a lot of enthusiastic and constructive feedback which will 
be reflected in the new arrangements. We will keep these arrangements, 
days open and numbers allowed in the Museum at any one time under 
review. 
 
There will be some expense involved in preparing the Museum for visitors in 
a Covid-19 environment and we applied to the Heritage Lottery Fund’s 
Heritage Emergency Fund for money to cover these costs. Sadly they thought that other organisations 
have greater needs than ours and so we will need to fund these costs from other sources.  
 
On the subject of funding requests, I mentioned in May that we had submitted a bid to the Esmee 
Fairbairn Collections Fund, operated by the Museums Association. That bid focused on three elements: 
producing three Holst and Museum-related films to be housed on our website and available for use 
more widely; acquiring a web-based version of the ‘Turning the Pages’ software, which will permit 
virtual access to digitised versions of the Holst manuscripts held in the Museum, together with 
introductory and interpretive text and accompanying music; and conducting an audit and strategy 
development plan for our social media presence. Unfortunately we were unsuccessful with this bid.  
 
However our experience with ‘virtual’ activity during this period of enforced closure - ‘Object of the 
Week’, ‘Victorian Mini Kitchen’, performance of ‘I Vow to Thee My Country’ featuring Holst Volunteers 
and Cheltenham College pupils, and the piano recitals available on our website (first two now online) - 
all these have highlighted the need for us to continue to produce online material and to increase our 
social media activity. We have therefore submitted an application to the Art Fund ‘Respond and 
Reimagine’ scheme to secure the required funds.  We have also applied to Ecclesiastical Insurance’s 
‘Movement for Good’ awards to help fund the Rebranding described in the May Newsletter. 
 
On Monday 20th July we held the AGM via ‘Zoom’. We had a very pleasing attendance, despite not 
being able to offer the usual cake and coffee following the meeting. Treasurer Liz Giles was again able 
to report that we operated at a surplus for the year ended 31st March 2020, made significantly larger 
by two generous bequests received from the estates of long-time supporters, sadly lost to us in 2018. 
 
Meurig Bowen (Music Trustee) stood down having completed his maximum six-year term. At the close 
of the meeting he addressed us regarding his time as a Trustee and his future plans. We wish him well 
and will certainly keep in touch with him. Liz Giles had completed her first three-year term and was 
duly re-elected. Marina Moore was elected as Volunteer Trustee for her first term. We also said 
goodbye, as far as holding office is concerned, to Alison Hall following nine years as Honorary 
Secretary. We thank her for her dedicated service and wish her a happy ‘retirement’. 
 
At the same time we are delighted to welcome David Hewitt as our new webmaster, who has already 
been doing sterling work in enabling online booking on our website for when we re-open. He will also 
play a key role in developing the website aspects of our rebranding project, while supporting our 
efforts to expand our online presence as I mentioned above.  
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Chairman’s Message continued 

It is important to keep the Museum in people’s minds whilst we are closed and Volunteer Catherine 
Martin is due our thanks for the initiative she showed in contacting prominent Radio 3 presenter Ian 
Skelly, having learned that he is an admirer of Holst. He subsequently mentioned the Museum in his 
programme, giving us some very welcome publicity. We hope that he continues to remember us. 
 
Finally, Cheltenham will soon be saying goodbye to Eileen Lockwood, who is moving to be nearer 
her daughters. Eileen has been a generous and committed supporter of the Holst Birthplace Museum 
for many years. In addition to acting as a Front of House Volunteer, she has - amongst other things 
and at various times - run the shop, helped with gardening and completed the Cheltenham Circular 
Challenge twice in order to raise funds. We thank her for her contribution to the Museum’s wellbeing 
and wish her great happiness in her new home. 
 
Steve Wood  

Lockdown Learning 

While the Museum has been closed - and with the Museum staff (Lucy and Laura) on furlough - we 
have been trying to maintain some provision for young learners. As a recently retired teacher I agreed 
to take on organising resources that could be accessed through the Internet. After discussion with 
other Volunteers keen to support the project we decided that the simplest way forward, without being 
able to consult Lucy or Laura, would be to post ideas for activities each week on the website, Facebook 
and Twitter pages. We were not convinced how much they would be accessed, especially as 
signposting was difficult with schools being closed, but concluded that it would at least help to 
organise resources for the future and add to the bank available. 
 
Activities relate to either Holst or the Victorian Era and are for children of all ages. Many activities 
were those already used as part of the Museum’s educational offering; others are new suggestions 
from Volunteers. They have all been put into a common format and for most a symbol-supported 
Special Educational Needs version is provided. Our latest idea is to run a creative writing competition.  
You can view all these activities on the website at https://holstmuseum.org.uk/learning/. 
 
I would like to use this opportunity to say a big thank you to Rachel Tedd for uploading the activities 
each week and to all those Volunteers who have contributed ideas and support, which is much 
appreciated.  
 
The aim is to continue these activities until the Museum re-opens and Lucy and Laura return. If you 
have any ideas or suggestions for contributions they would be gratefully received and I would be 
happy to format them. Just email me on jsyvret@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
Please encourage any parents or children you know to take a look and have a go. If they do, we would 
love to see a photo or comment on the Facebook or Twitter page. 
 
Judith Syvret 

Future Events 

Our schedule for the rest of the year is cancelled. The Promises Auction (November) has now been 
shelved due to ongoing social distancing restrictions and the likely difficulty in securing donations. 
 
The one silver lining in all these dark clouds is that next year’s Holst Birthday Concert, scheduled for 
25th September at the Pittville Pump Room, will be performed by the Cheltenham Symphony 
Orchestra. Their programme will feature two Holst pieces, ‘the New Zealand manuscripts’, hitherto not 
known to have been performed in the UK.  
 
Don’t miss our next ‘Zoom’ presentation: ‘Gin: from Mother’s Ruin to Queen’s Top Tipple’. This 
promises to be an entertaining talk about the history of this spirit, from gin palace to Buckingham 
Palace. The event is scheduled for 17th September at 6.30pm and tickets priced £5 (plus a small 
booking fee) are available from our website (‘What’s on’). Anyone who enjoyed our June online event 
‘Victorian Style Wining & Dining’ will know that we are in for another treat from our speaker Lits. 
 
Alan Parker 
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Music in the Museum 

In a world of lockdown deprived of live music, it has been a real joy to be involved in the piano 
recording sessions taking place in the Museum over recent weeks. This was an opportunity to bring 
the Museum to life on screen, with its purpose to raise public awareness of the challenges faced in 
keeping the Museum alive during the enforced closure. 
 
Already on the Museum website is a lovely recital given by Robin Smith, a Pittville resident who 
many will know already from his lively Jazz Concerts at Chapel Arts. Don’t miss this beautiful concert 
recorded in June with soprano soloist Hannah Hughes, and listen out for Robin’s exquisitely 
improvised rendition of Holst‘s Jupiter theme in his final piece. 
 
The second performer was Tsukushi Mitsuda, a talented young Japanese pianist currently studying 
at Bournside School. Tsukushi has already performed several times at Chapel Arts and was clearly 
delighted to be able to play on the piano specially chosen by Holst for its unique light touch. Her 
programme - recently available on the website - included works by Mendelssohn, Chopin and 
Gershwin, finishing with the Jupiter theme by Holst. Each piece is beautifully interpreted by Tsukushi. 
 
Tsukushi was followed a few days later by Aaron Le Maistre, a multi-instrumentalist who has just 
finished his A-Level studies at St Thomas Rich’s School in Gloucester. Not only is Aaron leader of the 
Gloucestershire Youth Orchestra, but he is also co-principal viola in the CBSO Youth Orchestra. This is 
a young musician of extraordinary ability, which he displayed in a very demanding programme 
including works by Beethoven, Chopin and Liszt.  
 
Our fourth soloist was John Wright whose commitment to the Holst Museum has been shown over 
many years of collaboration on recording projects. John has done a great deal of research into Holst’s 
lesser known compositions and he compiled a most interesting programme of music by English 
composers contemporary to Holst - Herbert Howells and Ralph Vaughan Williams. All the pieces he 
chose were composed around 1920, at the time Holst purchased his fine piano. John introduced these 
pieces with some fascinating historical notes, which enhance our enjoyment of the music. 
 
As we sat listening to the music I found myself musing on the lives of the Holst family in number 4 
Clarence Road. Would there be piano music constantly resounding through the rooms as Adolph 
rehearsed his musical performances or gave piano lessons? There would be no escape from the 
sounds coming from the music room. Even the neighbours would be picking up the sounds of the 
keyboard through the walls, something that was proved to be true when a neighbour from next door 
rang the doorbell, very perturbed by the volume of sound coming through her walls from number 4! 
 
The final pianist was Adam Heron who also has previous experience of playing on Holst’s piano. 
Indeed, given his knowledge of this piano Adam tailored his programme to suit the light touch of the 
instrument, choosing to play works by Bach and Schumann. His programme was immensely 
demanding but Adam was clearly very happy to be performing again, albeit into a microphone and 
with no audience. Adam’s performance is accompanied by some words of introduction and interesting 
detail about his own personal career in music. 
 
We are very grateful to Holst Volunteer Millie Mussett for assembling a first-rate recording team in Bob 
Burnell (sound recorder), Roger Harding (camera) and Emma Hartshorn (clapper and catering), who 
showed endless patience and professionalism making the whole experience most enjoyable.  
 
All these incredibly talented musicians brought a unique quality to their individual performance. It was 
a privilege to be able to listen live to these different recitals. What unites them is the soloists’ obvious 
respect and appreciation of the instrument they were playing and its link back to Gustav Holst, whose 
legacy we strive to celebrate and preserve in the Museum. It is greatly hoped that these performances 
will delight those who tune in and encourage support for the continuing work of the Museum. 

Liz Auster 

Hidden Talents 
As will be clear from preceding contributions, during closure our Trustees, Volunteers and supporters 
have been busy behind the scenes trying to keep the Museum’s profile high. We are fortunate to have 
some really creative thinkers in our midst. A couple of recent activities come to mind. 
 
First, there was our collaboration with the Cheltenham College Music Department led by Kit Perona
-Wright. This involved mixing the vocal talents of HBM Volunteers with pupils and staff from the 
school in a recording  of ‘I Vow To Thee My Country’.  

(continued on page 4) 
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We are delighted to welcome Lloyd Kilford and Daniel J Jaffé  as Friends of the Holst Birthplace 
Trust. At the same time we are sad to report the passing of Ann Cornford, whose mother was taught 
by Holst at St Paul’s Girls School in 1914-16. 

One of our membership benefits is that the Cheltenham Trust will give Friends a 10% discount at 
all Trust eateries - the cafe at The Wilson, at the Leisure Centre, and the pop-up cafe at Pittville Pump 
Room. Simply show your membership card. We are now extending a £1 discount to Friends of The 
Wilson. 

We also have a reciprocal arrangement with the Holst Society (www.holstsociety.org), whereby 
Friends of the HBT are entitled to a 40% discount on membership of the Society.  

If you are not already a subscribing Friend of the Trust, please do consider joining and also tell your 
friends. Not only will you have the satisfaction of giving financial and general support to the Museum, 
but you will also enjoy many other benefits.  The Museum leaflet contains an application form. 

Annual Membership rates are: 

Single £20, Joint/Family £30, Young £5, Single Benefactor £60, Joint/Family Benefactor £100, Single 
Life £300, Joint Life £400, Gift Membership £20. For further details please contact me at 
membership@holstmuseum.org.uk or 01242 227720. 

If you would like to become a Volunteer at the Museum, and thus a Volunteer Friend, please email 
volunteers@holstmuseum.org.uk. 

We would like to be able to deliver this newsletter exclusively by email where possible, which would 
save us both postage costs and effort.  If any readers (whether already on our mailing list or not) 
would like to take up this option, please email membership@holstmuseum.org.uk. 
 
Tom Clarke 

The Trustees are most grateful to the following: 

President: 

Martyn Brabbins 

Patrons: 

Lord Berkeley of Knighton CBE 
Clive Carroll 
Dame Felicity Lott DBE 
Lily Neill 
Adrian Partington 
Dame Patricia Routledge DBE 
Jeff Wayne 

Supporters: 

Cheltenham Borough Council 
Willans LLP 
 

Accompaniment was by Kit on Holst’s piano and the final mix provided the soundtrack to a short video 
of images of the school, the Museum and of course that piano. We all tried very hard to identify our 
own voices, but it became a seamless blend. You can find it on the website on the ‘What’s on’ page or 
via the following link: https://holstmuseum.org.uk/i-vow-to-thee-my-country-a-new-recording/. 
 
Second, there is the Creative Writing Competition which is about to launch. This is aimed at 
“imaginative and creative young writers who have a story to tell”, in the age groups 7-10 and 11-14. 
The idea is for contributors to write a story around an ‘Object of the Week’, our popular weekly online 
offering that has been going since the start of lockdown.  By asking our young participants to think 
about an object from the House we hope to engage their interest - along with that of their parents 
and teachers - in the Museum itself and of course Holst and his music. The deadline for submissions is 
Wednesday 30th September and various prizes are on offer. 
 
Then there are the ‘Zoom’ presentations by supporter Lits: ‘Victorian Style Wining and Dining’ in June  
and his forthcoming follow-up on the history of gin. And doubtless there are more things to come! 
 
The front door may be locked and the lights dimmed, but there is no holding back the imagination and 
energy of those who are working tirelessly to keep this wonderful Museum alive. 
 
Mike Jenkinson   

Membership of the Friends 

Hidden Talents continued 


