Summer Fun
Learning with
Holst

Suggested Age: 7-11

WALLPAPERS

You Will Need: paint, stencil
brush, card, paper, and
scissors, colouring pencils
or pens

Three rooms at the Holst museum are wallpapered.
Wallpaper was very popular in the Victorian era because it was
affordable to working and middle class families. Wallpaper became
cheap because of the introduction of mass production methods using
steam powered printing presses and because of the repeal of the
wallpaper tax in 1836 (first introduced in 1712).
Designs were often very colourful and it was seen as an easy way of
brightening up dark rooms.
Many wallpapers from the Victorian era are still popular today,
especially the designs of William Morris. William Morris was the founder
of the Arts and Crafts movement in 1861. Its aim was to improve the
quality of design and make it available to the widest possible audience.

The Strawberry Thief, a wallpaper by William Morris

Wallpapers at the Holst museum:

The Music Room
Decorated in a William Morris wallpaper.

Victorian
Bedroom
Victorian Bedroom. Decorated in the

Decorated in the
style of the
1870s in a
reproduction
wallpaper.

Sitting Room- Red Plume wallpaper
a reproduction of an 1830s design

Why don’t you have a go at designing a wallpaper pattern.
You could look online at other examples of Victorian and particularly
William Morris designs for ideas.
Many were inspired by the natural world using flowers, leaves and animals.
Others have geometric patterns.
You could use a stencil, there are lots to print online or you could make
your own. Alternatively you could just draw or paint your design.
(YouTube video on stencilling -there are lots of others https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ReZvmQD89o)

A stencil you could use

We’d love to find out how you got on and see your
designs - post a photo on our Twitter or Facebook book
page

